
 

 
 

Report to: Cabinet Member 
Locality Services 
 

Date of Issue: 5th September 
2022 

Date of Decision: 
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2022 

Subject: Procurement Strategy for Improvements to the cycle and 
walking routes on A565 Formby By Pass  
 

Report of: Assistant Director 
Place (Highways 
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Protection) 

Wards Affected: Harrington, 
Ainsdale, 

Ravenmeols 

Cabinet Portfolio: Locality Services 
 

Is this a Key 
Decision: 

No Included in 
Forward Plan: 

No 

Exempt / 
Confidential 

Report: 

No  

 
Summary: To seek Cabinet Member approval to invite tenders through the 

appropriate procurement route for the provision of improvements to the cycling and 
walking routes on the A565 Formby By Pass between the junction with the Coastal 
Road at Woodvale and junction with Southport Road. 

 
 

Recommendation(s): 
 

That Cabinet Member : 
 

 

(1)    Notes the progress on the scheme to date and the planned delivery 
programme. 

 

(2)   Approves the tender process to procure a contractor for the scheme.  
 

(3)    Gives delegated authority to the Assistant Director Place (Highways and Public 
Protection) to award the Contract resulting from the procurement process.  

 

 
Reasons for the Recommendation(s): 

 
The Council received funding from Tranche 2 of the Active Travel Fund via the 
Liverpool City Region Combined Authority (LCRCA) for the extension of the existing 

north-south cycle route through Southport. Following the consultation process, it was 
agreed with the LCRCA, that the funding could be used for an alternative scheme to 

deliver improvements to the route on the A565, Formby By Pass. It was also agreed 
that  the timeframe in which the money must be expended could be extended to 
March 2023. 



 

 
 

The Procurement Strategy outlined within the report aims to ensure the engagement 

of a suitably experienced contractor who has demonstrated compliance with the 
Council’s statutory requirements, quality criteria and submitted an acceptable tender 

price, to deliver the construction of the project to meet the revised timeframe. 
 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications) 

The scheme budget exceeds the financial limits for the Minor Works Term Service 

Contract and therefore cannot be considered for delivery using this option. The 
Council has no direct current contractor framework suitable for this type and scope of 
work. 

 
 
What will it cost and how will it be financed? 

 
(A) Revenue Costs 

 
None 

 
(B) Capital Costs 
 

 

The budget for the entire scheme is £1,134k comprising £934k awarded from the 

Active Travel Fund, together which includes the tranche 2 allocation and  funding 
received from Tranche 1 which remains unspent. The balance is from the Integrated 
Transport Block allocation and Strategic Infrastructure Fund.  

 
These allocations are within the Council’s approved Transport Capital Programme 

for 2022/23. 
 
 

Implications of the Proposals: 

 
Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):  

 
The contract will be managed by staff in Transportation and Highways Infrastructure 
who will manage the contract administration and supervision. The costs are within 

the budget. 
 

Legal Implications: 

 
As determined by the Council’s Contract Procedure Rules, the contract will need to 
be sealed. 
 

Equality Implications: 

 

There are no equality implications 
 

Climate Emergency Implications: 

 



 

 
 

The recommendations within this report will  

Have a positive impact  Y/N Y/N 

Have a neutral impact Y/N Y/N 

Have a negative impact Y/N Y/N 

The Author has undertaken the Climate Emergency training for 

report authors 

Y/N Y/N 

 
This report relates to the Procurement exercise which by its nature will have 

negligible impact. The construction exercise, requiring the importation of material is 
likely to have a negative impact despite the promotion, where appropriate, of 
environmentally sensitive construction methods. The Procurement exercise will 

review the tenderers proposed methods of construction to assess the likely carbon 
impact. 

 
The purpose of the scheme is to help encourage cycling and walking by creating an 
improved  stretch of cycle track and footway compliant with new standards. It is 

hoped, that by creating a continuous network of high quality cycle facilities more 
people will consider cycling as an alternative to motorised transport. 
 

 
Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:  

 

 

Protect the most vulnerable: 
Not applicable. 

 

Facilitate confident and resilient communities: 
The proposals, which will form part of a wider scheme, should ensure a quality 

cycle and walking  route, complying the DfT guidance notes, which should link with 
the new  housing development at Formby. 

Commission, broker and provide core services: 
Not applicable 

 

Place – leadership and influencer: 
The proposals should ensure a quality cycle route as part of wider proposals for an 

improved north-south route through the borough. 
 

Drivers of change and reform: 

Not applicable 
 

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: 
The proposals should add to the attractiveness of new development in Formby. 

 

Greater income for social investment:  
Not applicable 

 

Cleaner Greener 
Improving walking and cycling routes should encourage more people to walk and 

cycle thus reducing short car journeys and congestion. 



 

 
 

 
 

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when? 

 
(A) Internal Consultations 

 
The Executive Director of Corporate Resources and Customer Services (FD6937/22) 

and the Chief Legal and Democratic Officer (LD 5137/22) have been consulted and 
any comments have been incorporated into the report. 
 
(B) External Consultations  

 

The proposals for the have been subject to Consultation with Ward Members, MPs 
and any frontagers impacted. 
 

Implementation Date for the Decision 

 

Following the expiry of the “call-in” period for the Cabinet Member decision. 
 
 

 
Contact Officer: Andrew Dunsmore 

Telephone Number: 0151-934-2766 

Email Address: Andrew.Dunsmore@sefton.gov.uk 
 
Appendices: 

 
There are no appendices to this report 

 
 
Background Papers: 

 

There are no background papers available for inspection. 

 
  



 

 
 

 
1. Introduction/Background 

 

1.1  Cabinet Member will be aware that the LCRCA selected an extension of the 
tranche 1 proposals to be proposed to the DfT for funding for this tranche. The 
conditions associated with this funding required the Council to complete 

consultation (with proposals to be approved) and for ‘broad support’ to be 
secured. The outcome of this consultation and the decision subsequently 

taken, was set out in the Cabinet Member report dated 18/01/22. 
 
 

1.2 Agreement has subsequently been reached with the DfT and LCRCA for the 
use of this tranche of funding on an alternative scheme. This scheme is 

focused on improvements to the route adjacent to the Formby Bypass 
immediately to the south of the junction with the Coastal Road at Woodvale. 

 

1.3 The principles of the scheme have been discussed with Active Travel England 
and agreement has been reached regarding the form and nature of the 

scheme. The plan in Appendix A shows the extent. 
 
1.4 These proposals, which focus on improvements to the links between the 

junctions, have relatively little direct impact on frontages and therefore the 
consultation has been limited in comparison to the original proposals. More 

details have been shared with Members representing the wards in which the 
proposals sit and the MPs. 

 

1.5 The DfT and LCRCA have agreed that any spare resource originally identified 
under tranche 1 could be added to the tranche 2 budget to extend the scope 

of the work that can be delivered.  
 
1.6 The scheme is programmed to be on site in late  Autumn 2022. The DfT have 

been prepared to grant an extension to the existing funding condition in light of 
the decision taken not to take forward the initial proposals. This is conditional 

on work being completed by March 2023. 
 

 
2. Summary of the Scheme 

 

2.1 This scheme will provide a new footway of width 2.0m and a segregated new 
cycleway of width 2.5m separated from the carriageway by a 1.5m verge. The 
planting in the verge will be chosen to minimise maintenance visits. The route 

which will be on the western carriageway only, will be two way and will begin 
south of the junction with the Coastal Road and end at the roundabout 

junction with Southport road. It will tie in to the current shared facility. 
 
2.2 Correspondence has been undertaken with RAF Woodvale to agree the 

details in the vicinity of the entrance to the site. 
 

2.3 Further phases of work are currently being developed which will include the 
improvement to cycling and pedestrian facilities at both junctions, an 



 

 
 

extension of the current facility southwards and the development of options of 

how to progress a facility, compliant with current standard within the section of 
the A565 through Ince Woods. 

 
3.0 Procurement Process 
 

3.1 The successful contractor will be procured using a closed tender on the Chest 
in accordance with the Council’s Contract Procedure Rules. Tenders will be 

invited from suitably experienced  Contractors with who have proven 
successful at delivering work of a similar scale and nature. 

 

3.2 An evaluation panel, made up of appropriate officers from within the Council 
will assess the tenders received. The scores for both quality and cost will be 

checked by a member of the Council’s Procurement Team and the contract 
will be awarded to the highest scoring tender. The quality questions will 
determine the tenderers approach to the scheme, their commitment to Social 

Value and low carbon construction methods. 
 

3.3 Cabinet Member is requested to delegate authority to award the contract to 
the Assistance Director Place (Highways and Public Protection). 

 
 
4.0 Recommendations 

 

That Cabinet Member: 
 

 
(1)  Notes the progress on the schemes to date and the planned delivery 

programme. 
 
(2)     Approves the tender process to procure a contractor for the scheme.  

 
(3)    Gives delegated authority to the Assistant Director Place (Highways and 

Public Protection) to award the Contract resulting from the procurement 
process.  

 

 


